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SAFETY IS #1
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What is a Fire Watch?
Fire Watches are  dedicated 
personnel trusted with the 
responsibility to prevent and/or 
react to emergency situations in 
event of a fire. Their sole duties 
are to observe for emergency 
situations and to prevent unsafe 
acts. 
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Duties
ÅBe familiar with the facility and the emergency exits.

ÅKnow the location of all handicapped personnel in your 
area of responsibility.

ÅKnow the primary and secondary evacuation routes.

ÅKnow the location of any hazardous materials or 
situations in your area. 

ÅKnow the location of pull stations and how to activate 
alarms and notify proper emergency personnel.

ÅKnow how the alarm system responds.

ÅKnow how to use the fire extinguisher equipment, 
where it is located & ensure it is operational prior to 
the event.



Responsibilities
ÅCheck & Ensure that all exits are clear & 
unobstructed.

ÅRemove any hazardous materials if possible.

ÅActivate the alarm systems as needed.

ÅUse fire extinguishers if applicable .

ÅEnsure accountability of all staff & patients.

ÅKeep documentation of fire watch rounds        
should be kept on -site available for inspectors.

ÅCall 911 to notify emergency response personnel.



Fire Facts
The United States has one of the highest fire death 
rates in the industrialized world.

Between 1994 and 1998, an average of 4,400 Americans 
lost their lives and 25,100 were injured annually. 

100 firefighters are killed annually.

2 million fires reported each year.  

Many others go unreported.

Direct property loss is estimated to be $8.6 
billion annually.

Each year fires kill more Americans than all         
natural disasters combined.



Common Causes of Fire 

Electricity                      Improper Storage
Housekeeping        Space Heaters 
Cleaning Supplies           Construction

Flammable Liquids Combustible Liquids
Machinery Unattended Cooking
Careless smoking Children 

Prevention is the best way to 
fight a fire!



Immediately evacuate 

the building 

Call the fire department 

from outside the building.

Do not fight the fire unless it is small              
( waste basket size ).

Make sure you have a clear un - obstructed    
way out.

In Case of Fire



If You Discover A Fire
Leave the fire area and close the door to the area. 

Sound the fire alarm. 

Immediately evacuate the building via the shortest and safest route. . 

Do not use elevators. A fire can disrupt the operation of elevators and 
trap occupants inside. 

If you notice smoke, use the alternate escape route. 

Test doors with the back of your hand before opening them. If the door 
is warm or if you notice smoke, use an alternative escape route. Check 
paths for safety before proceeding and close doors behind you. 

Crawl low if you have to go through smoke. 

Go to a safe area or to a pre -assigned exterior area for your building. 

From the nearest phone in a safe area, call 911. 

Await emergency response personnel at safe location and direct them to 
the scene. 

If you suspect that someone is missing or trapped, contact the 
emergency personnel outside the building. 

Wait at a safe window and signal/call for help.

Stop, Drop and Roll if your clothing catches fire. 


